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y Digging up the Past
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The earth was dark brown in colour. Fortunately, the weather had been kind in recent weeks,
and the soil was reasonably dry. It crumbled away easily with each stroke of Tara’s brush.

Tara loved this part of the job. Digging down into the earth was like travelling in a time
machine. The deeper you went down, the further back in time you travelled. You never knew
what was waiting in the ground to be discovered after hundreds, sometimes thousands, of years.

The work required a gentle touch and sensitive fingers. Some of the things Tara had
unearthed in previous digs had been so fragile that they were ready to turn into dust in her
hands. Without gentle handling, such things could be lost forever,
along with whatever could be learned from them.

That’s why Tara used a soft brush. It could push away
crumbs of clay and dust without damaging any
delicate “finds’. It was slow and difficult work,
but Tara loved it because she never knew what she

would find or when she would find it.

She and her companions had been working
on this dig for a fortnight now, and the early
discoveries were quite promising. There were
many traces of Roman activity in this region.
The site that they had chosen for their dig had
once been the villa of a powerful Roman official.
They could learn so much about the past here.
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Tara’s sensitive fingers fel a tiny vibration running through the handle of her brush.
She had found something in the dark-brown soil. Perhaps it was only a pebble, but maybe it
would turn out to be some great treasure dating back o the time of the Roman Empire.
She brushed more of the soil away very carefully.

‘There was something! It was small, round, dirty. hard ... a coin. She could just make out the
word Caear .. it was Roman! As she prised it gently from its carthen tomb, Tara wondered
what had happened to this tiny coin. What was its story?

Question Time

o

What was Tara doing?

‘What tool was she using?

Describe the soi,

Did she and her friends have any success at the site?
‘Was her work easy to do?

How had the weather been of help?

How long had Tara and her friends been working on the site?

Who were the ancient people that Tara was trying 1o find out about?
‘What did Tara find?

‘What led her (0 believe she had found something important?
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I Why was it good to have dry soil on the site?
2 What skills were required for Tara’s work?

5 How do we know that she had sensitive hands?
4. Why was this useful to her?
6

‘Why did she use a brush instead of a shovel or a spade?
Tn what way was the soil like a time machine?
‘Why did Tara love her siow, difficult work?
5 Why had this site been chosen?
9. What do you think the work would be like in wet weather?
10, When Tara used the word ‘treasure’, do you think she meant gold and
other riches? Why?

|- Why are archacological digs so important in helping us to understand the past?
2 The Romans came to Ireland, but they never stayed in great numbers,

and Treland never became a part of the Roman Empirc.
Could you think of some reasons why?





