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A cruel man called Gessler once ruled in Switzerland. The people of Switzerland both
feared and hated him. Sometimes he made laws just to annoy them. One time,

he ordered that his hat be put on a pole in the centre of the town and that everyone
who passed it must bow to it.

William Tell lived with his son in the high mountains. He had heard nothing of this
silly law. When he visited the town with his son, they walked right past the hat without
even noticing it! Straight away, Gessler’s soldiers surrounded William Tell and his son
and arrested both of them. They took them before Gessler, who demanded to know
why Tell had not bowed to the hat.
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“I had not heard about that stupid law, and even if I had, I would not have bowed to
a hat!” answered William Tell defiantly. Gessler was furious. He ordered that Tell be put
to death, but then he changed his mind as a cruel idea occurred to him. “William Tell,
I have heard that you are the best shot with a crossbow in all of Switzerland,”
spoke Gessler with an evil glint in his eye. This was true. William Tell was known,
far and wide, as a champion archer. “If you can shoot an arrow from fifty paces through
an apple placed on your son’s head, I will set you both free.”

William Tell was horrified. “I would never do that,” he declared. “If I missed...”
His son interrupted him, “You will not miss, Father.” With that, the boy placed
the apple on his head and stood with his back to a tree. William Tell put two arrows into
his quiver and walked up to the mark. Taking an arrow from his quiver, he took careful
aim. His son stood bravely with the apple steady on his head. The arrow flew through
the air and straight through the centre of the apple. The brave boy ran to his father,
who hugged him tightly.
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“You are indeed a fine shot,” said Gessler, “and your son is a brave boy. But tell me,
why did you put two arrows in your quiver?” Tell looked straight into Gessler’s eyes and
replied, “If the first arrow had so much as touched a hair on my son’s head, the second
arrow would have gone straight through your heart.” Gessler went very pale and,
in a voice barely above a whisper, told Tell that both he and his son could go free.
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Question Time

o

In what country did William Tell live?
Who ruled the country at that time?
Why did the people of Switzerland hate their ruler?
What did people have to do when they passed
the cruel ruler’s hat?

What was William Tell’s special skill?

What ‘deal’ did Gessler suggest to William Tell
if he wished to go free?

How many arrows did Tell place in his quiver?
Where did the boy place the apple?

If he had missed. what would Tell have done?
Did Gessler let the two of them go free?
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1. In what way did Gessler belittle his people?
2. How do we know that William Tell was a proud man?
3. How do we know that Tell loved his son?
4. How do we know that the son had confidence in his father’s skill?
5. What sentence shows us that William Tell

was relieved that he had not missed?
6. What struck fear into the heart of Gessler?
7. What kind of weapon William Tell use?
8. In what did he keep his arrows?
9. Why did Gessler speak in a whisper?
Write the word that means ‘angry’.
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|- William Tell's son was very brave, but do you think he felt afraid?
Are brave people fearless or are they just better at facing their fear?
What do you think? Explain your answer.
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TImagine that you are the boy. Write about how you feel from the moment
that Gessler makes the terrible suggestion to the moment when the arrow
splits the apple.

3. William Tell must have had great courage to shoot the arrow. Pretend that
you are William Tell, and write your thoughts and feelings from the moment that
Gessler makes the suggestion to the moment when the arrow hits the apple.





